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Ridge grows California classics of the highest level, from 
cabernet at Monte Bello to legendary zinfandels.

ALL FOUR GENERATIONS OF VINES at the Whitton Ranch set 
small crops in 2018, responding to a scarcity of rain, so David 
Gates and the vineyard team at Ridge didn’t have as much 
work to do as they might in other years. Gates has managed 
the vineyard since 1990, when Ridge leased it from the Tren-
tadue family for the Geyserville Zinfandel. That year, he 
established a nursery on the Alexander Valley property, with 
a selection of cuttings from the Heart’s Desire block, planted 
in the 1890s. He made selections of pre-Prohibition-era zin-
fandel and mixed blacks from two other Ridge sources—
Picchetti, on Monte Bello Road, near Ridge’s home base in 
the Santa Cruz Mountains, and DuPratt, in the Mendocino 
highlands. That nursery provided budwood for Ridge’s sub-
sequent vineyard developments, including several blocks of 
Whitton Ranch. The mix of vine age and varieties—including 
carignane, petite sirah and mataro—is part of the identity of 
Geyserville. When it hits, as it did in 2018, the wine off ers a 
complex weave of time and place that nothing pulls apart, an 
integration that will sustain it for decades, as proven by past 
vintages back to the 1960s, when Ridge fi rst made wine from 
the site.

Geyserville is just one of a formidable collection of zin-
based reds that earned Ridge its 21st Top 100 award. Some 
are 2017s from growers, like Tim Boatman and his son Jake, 
who farm vines from the early 1970s on a steep east-facing 
hillside overlooking Alexander Valley. Others are 2018s from 
the estate’s own parcels, like East Bench, a site not far from 
Lytton Springs, where John Olney makes all of the wines at a 
facility dedicated to Ridge’s zin portfolio. 

The elegance and resonance of these zins is matched by 
the work Eric Baugher does with cabernet sauvignon, grown 

2017 Alexander Valley Boatman Zinfandel ($36, 95 
points) Harvested at the end of August, long before 2017’s 
devastating wildfi res, this captured the summer sun in its rich 
red-licorice fl avors, as well as a sense of coolness in its rose 
scent and lasting zinfandel spice. It’s complete, complex and 
packed with energy. (1,350 cases)

2018 Alexander Valley Geyserville Zinfandel ($45, 94 
points) The generations of vines at Geyserville grew an ele-
gant California classic in 2018. It’s a silky red, a mineral bath 
of fi ne tannins over complex fruit notes that only emerge days 
aft er the bottle is fi rst opened. This should start to show its 
best at ten years of age. 

2017 Santa Cruz Mountains Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
($65, 93 points) The limestone ridge above Cupertino was 
once seabed, lift ed 2,700 feet above the Pacifi c at the colli-
sion of two tectonic plates. Ridge’s cabernet grows in a range 
of parcels, starting at an elevation of 1,300 feet and rising 
steeply from there. This bottling is Eric Baugher’s selection of 
the parcels that provide a more accessible wine early on than 
Monte Bello. The 2017 is austere yet concentrated, off ering 
fresh black currant and anise savor, its tannins capturing the 
mineral infl ection and tension that limestone soils can give. 
(4,250 cases)
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along Monte Bello Road, high up a ridge above Cuper-
tino. This is where Osea Perrone built the Monte Bello 
Winery out of local limestone in 1892; where William 
Short replanted the vineyard to cabernet sauvignon in 
the late 1940s; and where four engineers from the Stan-
ford Research Institute made their fi rst cabernet in 1959 
and rebonded the winery in 1962 as Ridge Vineyards. 
David Bennion left the Institute to focus on Ridge full-
time, and Paul Draper joined the partnership in 1969, 
working with Olney and Baugher for two decades before 
retiring in 2016. Baugher continues the legend of Monte 
Bello with cabernets that have the kind of self-confi dence 
you might fi nd in a classical Bordeaux, with the endless 
perspective of the Pacifi c frontier from the heights of the 
Monte Bello Ridge. —J.G.


