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2018 Eastside Vineyard Russian River Chardonnay 

Tasting Notes 
 

 

Vineyard and Vintage  

The success of our Eastside Chardonnay starts with the vineyard’s aspect perched on rocky slopes high 

above the Russian River and ends with the small, concentrated clusters that the vines struggle to produce 

each year. Eastside’s rolling hillside topography and eastern exposure influence the wine to offer a 

commanding profile of vibrant ripe fruits and site-specific mineral undertones. 

 

For those who admire singular expressions of Chardonnay, the 2018 vintage will impress for its pure 

tonality. The winter season began with cool and abundant rainfall to replenish soil health. This delayed 

flowering late into the season, but with near-ideal conditions, the fruit set was plentiful and even. The 

summer sun was warm and generous without heat spikes, and these conditions transitioned seamlessly 

into fall harvest. As warm sunshine and moderate heat sustained throughout September, the tempo of 

harvest was gradual and unhurried. The grapes hung on the vines harmonizing phenolics, sugars, and 

acid until they reached their peak, climactic character. These complex flavors were fully expressed 

through steady, flawless fermentations. As one tremendous lot after another finished in the cellar, we 

could not recall a deeper vintage for quality since 2013. 

 

Simply put, the 2018 Chardonnays express our unique vineyard sites at the highest quality. They are 

transparent and precise wines with the vineyard’s signature timbre resonating in each aroma and flavor. 

Individually, they are pure and intricate, but in a lineup, each has its own harmony in the Aubert 

ensemble. We hope you enjoy our symphony of Chardonnay! 

 

Mark Aubert’s Tasting Notes 

The 2018 Eastside is a beguiling elixir of lime zest, candied green apple, nectarine preserves, and liquid 
stone. The palate is forward and succulent with a core of white orchard fruits accented by notes of citrus 
powder and umami essence. This wine is powerful and complex with a precise acid backbone leading to a 
long finish. Cellar this wine with confidence for 10 to 15 years. The wine is slightly hazy showing our 
commitment to minimal intervention winemaking. 
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The 2018 Chardonnay Eastside has a truly compelling hazelnut/praline character with a core of spice 

cake, apple pie, peach preserves and clotted cream plus suggestions of cloves, allspice and brioche. Full-

bodied, the palate is a powerhouse of savory layers, lifted by fantastic freshness and allowing the 

beautifully pristine apple and peach flavors to kick in on the long, long finish. 

 

Bottled in December 2019 

Unfined and unfiltered 


