
AUBERT 

2017 Eastside Vineyard Russian River Chardonnay 

Tasting Notes 
 

 

Vineyard and Vintage  

The success of our Eastside Chardonnay starts with the vineyard’s aspect perched on rocky slopes high 

above the Russian River and ends with the small, concentrated clusters that the vines struggle to produce 

each year. Eastside’s rolling hillside topography and eastern exposure influence the wine to offer a 

commanding profile of vibrant ripe fruits and site-specific mineral undertones. 

 

The 2017 vintage in Napa and Sonoma will be remembered for many things, but high on the list was the 

conclusion of the four-year drought in California, and thus, the return to normal, winter rainfall 

accumulation. This simple phenomenon has so much positive influence over our viticulture and 

winemaking. With our soil moisture replenished via a healthy spring rainfall, this led to an extended 

flowering, uniform canopy growth and a regular fruit set. Late in August, a warming trend accelerated 

the start of grape harvest, and at good pace our harvest culminated with our final pick date on September 

28th. The resultant 2017 Chardonnays share many of the profound attributes found in our past vintages, 

like 2012 and 2014. Look for luxurious textures, complemented by vibrant acidity. From the Rutherford 

Bench to the wilds of the Sonoma Coast, all our 2017 wines have commanding precision and energy at a 

young age. Their balance and concentration will serve both near-term enjoyment and long-term 

cellaring. 

 

Mark Aubert’s Tasting Notes 

The 2017 Eastside Chardonnay is powerful and opulent. Notes of the stony terroir weave through 
seductive aromas of lemon zest, apple crumble, and orange blossom. The palate is carried by an 
integrated acid line complemented by dried apricot and lime dust. The greenish hue on the edge of the 
glass is indicative of the health of the wine. Expressive and palate-staining, the 2017 Eastside has the 
energy to drink young for over a decade. The wine is slightly hazy showing our commitment to minimal 
intervention winemaking. 
 

The Wine Advocate, Mid-October 2018 New Releases 

2017 Chardonnay Eastside Vineyard       Russian River ($85.00; release date 01/19)       96-99 Points 

The 2017 Chardonnay Eastside Vineyard has quite a decadent nose of pineapple upside down cake, 

almond croissant, peach cobbler and apple crumble with hints of marzipan and orange blossoms. The 

palate is full-bodied, rich, powerful and opulent in the mouth, with a wonderful oiliness to the texture 

and a seamless backbone of freshness to give it just enough lift, finishing very long and savory. This is a 

powerhouse that should offer amazing aging potential. 

 

Bottled in December 2018 

Unfined and unfiltered 


