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Barbaresco, first among equals 
It’s time for Piedmont’s ‘other’ great Nebbiolo wine to stop being seen as the 

perennial bridesmaid to Barolo, says Ian D’Agata. Barbaresco is just as good and 
(whisper it) in some cases better, especially when it comes to price 

 
What do you think is the best Italian wine of all time? Before you start guessing, let me tell you that it’s not Barolo, a Brunello di 
Montalcino, an Amarone or a Super Tuscan. Stumped? It’s a Barbaresco.  
 
In fact, Barbarescos have never been better, and there is a bevy of extremely fine producers to choose from: Angelo Gaja and Bruno 
Giacosa are the most famous, but wines by Albino Rocca, Bruno Rocca, Ca’ del Baio, Cigliuti, Cisa Asinari Marchesi di Grésy, 
Giuseppe Cortese, Moccagatta, Roagna and Sotimano rank with the world’s best.  
 
For many producers, the appellation’s small size is a blessing: ‘Of the four major Italian DOCG wines, Barbaresco has the smallest 
production: our wines are the rarest – another factor that adds to their mystique,’ says Alberto di Grésy of Cisa Asinari Marchesi 
di Grésy. 
 
He also believes that the recent 2011 vintage will further help Barbaresco’s cause: ‘It’s one of the best vintages in memory. The 
wines are fuller bodied than usual, but retain their proverbial grace and charm, so there’s never been an easier time to become a 
Barbaresco lover.’  
 
So in many respects, these are the best of times for Barbaresco. Wine lovers everywhere would do well to fill up their glasses, and 
their wine cellars, with the best that the region has to offer. There are fewer wines made anywhere in the world that will guarantee 
as much pleasure.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Barbaresco’s best sites 
 
The crus of Barbaresco 
The majority of this sub-region’s best crus are located south of the town of 
Barbaresco towards the hamlet of Tre Stelle and Treiso. Other quality 
vineyards lie to the town’s north-east, and of these, Montestefano is an 
exceptional site. Its higher-lying vines have benefited the most from climate 
change, as its slightly cooler microclimate guarantees wines of both body and 
finesse. Generally speaking, the Barbarescos of Barbaresco are the most 
complete and balanced of all. 
 
Best crus  Martinenga 
 
Top Producers  Marchesi di Grésy 
 
Need to Know The ridge that includes Asili (mainly south/south-east 
exposure), Rabajà and Martinenga (mainly south/south-west) is the real grand 
cru of Barbaresco. These three sites, plus Neive’s Santo Stefano and Treiso’s 
Pajorè are the five best vineyards of the entire Barbaresco DOCG – true grands 
crus in all but name only. 

 
 

 
 
 

D’Agata’s top 20 Barbarescos to try 

18.75 (95+) Points 

 
 

2008 Cisa Asinari Marchesi di Grésy  
Camp Gros Martinenga Barbaresco 

Minerals, underbrush and cherries; classically 
styled with high acidity and firm tannins.  

 
 

 

 


