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Alain Graillot
Alain Graillot, whose namesake domaine be-

came a standard-bearer for the Crozes-Hermit-

age appellation in France’s Northern Rhône  

Valley, died due to a stroke on March 3, accord-

ing to his longtime exporter. He was 77.

In 1985, Graillot was living in Paris and pursu-

ing a career in chemistry when he suddenly 

changed course. He bought a vineyard in the 

Chênes Verts area, outside the town of Pont-de-

l’Isère, and made his first wine with the help of 

Burgundy vintners and friends Jean-Pierre de 

Smet of Domaine de l’Arlot and Jacques Seysses 

of Domaine Dujac. At the time, Crozes-Hermit-

age was largely unknown. 

By the end of the 1990s, Graillot was making 

a name for himself with his two Syrah bottlings: 

a regular Crozes and a barrel selection called  

La Guiraude that was produced only in high 

quality years. The wines developed a track re-

cord for aging exceptionally well, and Graillot 

gradually expanded his holdings to over 50 

acres in Crozes as well as small parcels in St.- 

Joseph and Hermitage. Graillot’s wines earned 

seven appearances in Wine Spectator’s annual 

Top 100 list, including three Top 10s. The do-

maine produces around 8,000 cases annually.

Dedicated to old-school winemaking—no  

destemming, no new oak barrels—Graillot 

helped set a course for Crozes-Hermitage as a 

whole. With its mostly flat terrain, Crozes-Her-

mitage provided young vignerons with an af-

fordable way to start a domaine compared to 

other Northern Rhône appellations. Graillot be-

came a leader and teacher, though he was al-

ways quick to deflect praise.

“Perhaps some young people saw me—

someone from Paris with no experience— 

become successful here, and so they started 

domaines as well,” Graillot told Wine Spectator 

in 2005. “But I am not a guru to anyone.”

—James Molesworth, with reporting by 

Suzanne Mustacich

Shortly after Russia invaded 
Ukraine, the EU imposed 
sanctions on Russian busi-
nessman Dmitry Pumpyan-

sky and his family, paving the way 
for the French government to freeze 
the oligarch’s assets, including Do-
maine Prieuré St.-Jean de Bébian in 
Languedoc and Domaine Ganevat 
in Jura. 

But before the sanctions took ef-
fect, Pumpyansky handed control 
of the wineries to an outside party. 
Now the proprietors of the wineries 
are buying them, putting the estates 
in French hands but raising other questions.

Pumpyansky made his fortune in steel. He is 

chairman of the board of PJSC Pipe Metallur-
gical Company, president of Group Sinara and 
owner-founder of pipe manufacturer TMK. Son 
Alexander, based in Geneva, oversees the fam-
ily wineries in France and works in 
his father’s steel empire.

The Pumpyanskys acquired Prieuré 
St.-Jean de Bébian in 2008; Ganevat 

in 2021. Bébian director Benoit Pontenier be-
came president of both estates, while Jean-Fran-
çois Ganevat remained there as winemaker. 

As sanctions loomed, the Pumpyanskys took 
steps to sell the family’s shares to an anony-
mous buyer in March. “The French properties 
won’t be affected by the sanctions because our 
family is in the midst of selling its shares,” Al-
exander told Ganevat’s clients at the time. 

Instead, the Ganevat family and Pontenier 
reached an agreement with Pumpyansky to ac-
quire the wineries from the anonymous third 
party. Neither Pontenier nor the Ganevats 
have said who that is, nor where the money for 
the deal is coming from. Meanwhile, the Ga-
nevats fear plummeting sales due to the per-
ceived association with Putin’s inner circle. 

 —Suzanne Mustacich

Russian Oligarch Forced to 
Liquidate Stake in French Wineries
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California’s Newest AVA Is All About the Coast
When backers of the San Luis Obispo Coast American Viticultural Area (AVA) assembled a petition 

for the U.S. Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau , they sourced data from 34 climate stations 

to help determine the now-approved appellation’s borders. The result is the most coastal wine re-

gion in the country, with 97% of vines planted within six miles of the Pacific. Spanning a 60-mile 

stretch of California’s Central Coast and bordering Paso Robles to the east and Santa Maria to the 

south, the new AVA includes 78 vineyards and 3,942 acres of vines and also takes in the Edna Valley 

and Arroyo Grande AVAs. Chardonnay and Pinot 

Noir are the dominant varieties.

Growers agree the region’s terroir is distinct from 

surrounding areas and hope the designation will 

help elevate consumer awareness of this emerging 

region. “We wanted to distinguish ourselves from 

warmer areas like Paso Robles,” said Stephen Dooly, 

president of the SLO Wine Collective, a local win-

ery marketing organization. “The word ‘coast’ helps 

people understand that it’s a cooler vineyard.”

 —April Louis 

IN MEMORIAM

French vintner Jean-François Ganevat

 San Luis Obispo coastal vineyard

Russia’s Dmitry Pumpyansky
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